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Thank you for your interest in our Mobile Training Program.  Snipercraft is recognized as one of the best sniper programs in the nation.  This is an opportunity to bring high-quality sniper training to your personnel, in your area.  Our programs improve your team’s skills and reduce your agency’s liability.  To help our training fit into your individual budget, we offer a variety of classes and hosting packages. 

Mobile Training Program:  

· Basic and Advanced Sniper Courses:  $595 per person – 40 Plus hours 

· 8 paid students minimum

· 20 paid students maximum
· 1 free slot for the hosting agency with 8 paid registrations
· 2 free slots for the hosting agency with 14 paid registrations
· Sniper Instructor Course:  $650 per person – 40 Plus hours 

· 8 paid students minimum

· 12 paid students maximum

· 1 free slot for hosting agency

· SWAT/Sniper Supervisor Course:  $195 per person – 16 hours
· 16 paid students minimum

· No maximum

· 2 free slots for hosting agency
· Tactical Vision Course:  Cost is $95 per person, with a minimum enrollment of 12 students, no maximum.  Flat fees can be negotiated for large scale classes and for agencies.
Flat Fee Programs:  As an alternative, we offer the option of the host agency paying a predetermined flat fee.  Registrations are paid directly to the host agency.  The price structure for these programs is as follows:

· Basic and Advanced Sniper Courses:  $7,800 – This fee provides for two Snipercraft instructors, all targets, video materials, textbooks, handouts, support materials, and all travel expenses*. 

· Sniper Instructor Course: $5,700 – This fee provides for one Snipercraft instructor, all targets, textbooks, handouts, video materials, support materials, and all travel expenses*.  

· SWAT/Sniper Supervisor Course:  $3200 – This fee provides for one Snipercraft instructor, handouts, textbooks, video materials, ground transportation and travel expenses*.
* Travel Expenses - Round trip airfares to your location, ground transportation, meals and hotel accommodations for length of class are included in the base fee.  There are no additional costs to the host.

The host agency can set the individual officer cost of the program, as they see fit.  We suggest you set the fee structure in such a way as to have the visiting attendees pay the total cost, allowing the host agency to send its personnel free of charge.  Any excess funds collected can be retained by the host agency.

Host Agency Responsibilities:  In both formats, the host agency will also be responsible for providing all training facilities, equipment, ranges and classrooms.  Snipercraft will provide all written and video training materials.  We require a service contract with a 30-day cancellation clause.

Complete course descriptions are enclosed in this information packet. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us, at your earliest convenience.  
Respectfully,
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Derrick D. Bartlett

Managing Director

863-385-7835
derrick@snipercraft.org
www.snipercraft.org
Host Agency Support and Responsibilities
· Host agency is responsible for securing sites and local hotel for out of town students

· Host agency is responsible for advertising the class through all available local avenues

· Host agency will provide classroom facilities with necessary audio-visual equipment, to include DVD player, LCD projector, chalkboard

· (Supervisor's Course and Tactical Vision Course requires above facilities and commitments only)

· Rifle range with enough positions for class total and at least 100-yard distance

· Electronic target system a plus, but not necessary

· Secure areas for stalking exercises, Urban and/or wooded

Snipercraft Support and Responsibilities

· Snipercraft will handle inquiries, provide all paperwork and process registrations

· Snipercraft provides instructors for length of class

· Snipercraft will provide all necessary support materials, videotapes, textbooks, targets, and handouts

· Snipercraft is responsible for all travel expenses incurred by our staff

· Snipercraft will issue certificates and maintain training records for all students

Materials needed by students
· Notebooks and pens

· SWAT callout uniform and equipment

· Sniper grade rifle with scope and bipod

· 300 rounds of match grade ammunition

· Sidearm and holster

· Cleaning equipment

· Binoculars or spotting scope

Suggested (optional) materials
· Elbow and kneepads

· Gloves

· Hat

· Rain gear

· Shooting mats

· Sunscreen

· Insect repellant

· First aid kit

· Camo paint

· Ghillie suit

· Load-bearing equipment

· Dragbag or Packmat
SWAT / Sniper Supervisor Course
The police sniper is possibly the most important and misused element of the tactical team.  The success or failure of the sniper program rests heavily on their command personnel.  They are the people who will make the crucial decisions about selecting, equipping, training and employing snipers for critical incidents.  However, they cannot be expected to make knowledgeable decisions without a thorough understanding of the police sniper, his function, his needs and his limitations.  This course is designed to educate the SWAT supervisor charged with the responsibility of establishing and utilizing a sniper program, and will give him the information he will need to make that program safe, successful and effective.

This course will cover:
The mission of the police sniper





Selection of personnel





Equipment needs





Establishing a training program





Developing an SOP





Green lights and deadly force issues





Liability protections





Sniper tactics and mission planning





Non-traditional roles for sniper use





Case studies and horror stories

This course consists of two full days of classroom instruction.  Class day will run about 8 hours.  A certificate is awarded for successful completion of this course.  

Materials needed

Notebook and pen

Casual attire

Students are encouraged to bring with them any written material they may have about the structure and function of their sniper program; i.e. SOP's, training programs, etc.

40 HOUR BASIC POLICE SNIPER COURSE
They represent the surgical arm of your special operations team, and like any other surgeon, they require very specialized training in order to excel at their profession.  This program will provide a foundation and starting point for that training.  Five days of high intensity, real world training will prepare the student sniper to handle the responsibility and challenge of his critical position.  This is one of the most comprehensive Basic Police Sniper courses available. 

This course will include:
Marksmanship





Ballistics





Equipment





Stalking and movement





Fieldcraft skills





Sniper tactics and mission planning





Hide selection and management





Observation skills





Intelligence gathering and reporting

This course will include physically and mentally stressful activities.  Participants are expected to be in above average physical condition prior to attending.  

40 HOUR ADVANCED SKILLS AND TACTICS COURSE
The police sniper needs to be a student of his art, always seeking to improve his knowledge and skills.  Gone are the days when a police officer can be handed a rifle, taught to shoot bullseyes and be designated "marksman."  The true police sniper needs to be continually challenged to excel at his trade.  He needs to know skills that will prepare him mentally and physically for his job in the field.  He needs to be exposed to new ideas, tactics and techniques.  He needs to learn what is happening to other snipers in the "real world."  This class will give him access to all of those things and more.  This is a skills enhancement course.  Here, he will be exposed to "the next step" in his sniping education.  This class picks up where “Basic” left off.

This course will include:
High stress marksmanship 

Advanced shooting positions and techniques

Team communications





Integrated SWAT/sniper skills & team tactics





Counter-sniper operations





Movement skills





Flash recognition





New equipment





Hide selection, construction and management





Case studies

Students for this course should have completed a basic level course prior to attending.  This course will include classroom instruction, field exercises and range time.  

A certificate is awarded for successful completion of each of these courses.  
40 HOUR POLICE SNIPER INSTRUCTOR COURSE

Course Description:  The position of police sniper is one of the most unique in all of police work.  It requires a special individual, utilizing specialized equipment, employed in the most critical of law enforcement confrontations.  To be safe and effective, the sniper needs training of the highest quality.  The foundation of this training should be set in a formal sniper school.  Maintaining and building on those basic skills will then require ongoing in-service training.  Someone in the sniper’s agency has to be tasked with organizing and administrating that training program.  In many cases, this responsibility is given arbitrarily to a senior team member, or a firearms instructor.  However, without the proper credentials, this can become an area of great concern and possible liability.

Through an intense week of classroom instruction, hands-on preparation, and field exercises, student instructors will learn how to pass their skills and experience on to others.  This course will provide the student instructor with knowledge, which will help him to design a training program.  He will learn to effectively communicate that information to his students.  He will receive confirmation of his authority to act as a sniper trainer.

This course has a very strict set of pre-requisites, which must be met before enrollment.  Contact Snipercraft for details.

Goals & Objectives

At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate their ability to write a course lesson plan

2. Demonstrate their ability to construct an annual sniper-training program

3. Demonstrate their ability to design a safe and practical qualification course

4. Lead a classroom lecture session

5. Instruct a course of fire during a range exercise

6. Instruct a fieldcraft training exercise

7. Explain liability exposures for tactical topic instructors

8. Cite applicable case law regarding training and trainers

9. Provide proper documentation of a sniper training program

A certificate is awarded for successful completion of this course.  

REFERENCES

Since initiating its Mobile Training Program, Snipercraft has provided sniper training to snipers, team leaders and administrators from over 700 local, state and Federal agencies around the country.  A list of reference agencies is available on request.

Below is a partial list of agencies that have hosted Snipercraft schools and seminars in the past ten years.  Feel free to contact them for additional information and impressions.

· South Florida Community College, FL, Criminal Justice Academy

· Waukesha Technical College, WI, Justice Academy

· Hillsborough Community College, FL, Criminal Justice Academy 

· Waukesha County, WI Sheriff’s Department

· Eau Claire, WI Police Department

· Dane County, WI Sheriff’s Office

· Illinois Tactical Officers Association

· Rockford, IL Police Department

· Winnebago County, IL Sheriff’s Department

· Warner Robins, GA Police Department

· Gwinnett County, GA Sheriff’s Office

· Cherokee County, GA Sheriff’s Office

· Joplin, MO Police Department

· Miami-Dade County, FL Police Department

· Syracuse, NY Police Department

· Douglas County, OR Sheriff’s Department

· Harrison County, WV Sheriff’s Department

· San Diego County, CA Sheriff’s Department

· Escondido, CA Police Department

· Carlsbad, CA Police Department

· Douglas County, CO Sheriff’s Department

· Aurora, CO Police Department

· Florida Department of Corrections

· Camden County, NJ Sheriff’s Office

· Collier County, FL Sheriff’s Office

· Alachua County, FL Sheriff’s Office

· Carlton County, MN Sheriff’s Office

· Austin, TX PD

· Kennewick, WA PD

· Pima County, AZ Sheriff’s Office

It’s not their fault, but most cops are blind.
And because they are blind, their investigative skills, driving skills, and survival skills are all compromised.  They may miss evidence at crime scenes, even though it may be in plain sight.  They have traffic accidents, often hitting objects and other vehicles they simply didn’t see.  They are assaulted by assailants, never noticing obvious visual cues or weapons prior to the attack.  They are involved in controversial uses of force, based on observations made under mental conditions which will further impair their ability to see.  Unfortunately, most cops don’t realize they are afflicted, and therefore won’t do anything to correct their condition.

The condition, known as Perceptual Blindness, has been studied extensively in scientific circles for decades, and is only now finding practical applications in fields like police work.  For a profession in which observation skill plays such a critical role, understanding this is extremely important.  Perceptual Blindness affects everyone to varying degrees.  It is a breakdown in the complex visual recognition cycle, and can manifest itself in several ways: 

· Inattentional Blindness: The scientific definition is the inability to detect unexpected changes or movements to which we aren’t paying attention.  Because vision requires attention, being distracted can cause you to miss what your eyes are sending to your brain.  One can literally look at something and fail to see it.

· Change Blindness: The failure to notice large changes across different views of a scene, especially if it occurs during an extraneous disruption of visual continuity, such as a rapid eye movement, a flicker, a blink or distraction.  Based on scientific data, a person is physically blind as much as 90 minutes of every day.

· Cognitive Blindness: Vision is closely tied to recognition and memory.  In observation, many times the brain will take shortcuts, accessing a limited amount of actual visual input, and then relying on memory to fill in the blanks.  As a result, people often see only what they expect to see, even if it isn’t really there, or what they are specifically looking for, and ignoring otherwise obvious things.

Combined, these various elements of Perceptual Blindness affect police officers in every aspect of their daily duties, regardless of the assignment.  The visual evidence shown in this class is compelling and frightening.  Words can’t do justice to the scope of the problem.  This powerful presentation literally has to be seen to be believed.

Our Tactical Vision course has the following learning objectives:

· Make officers aware of the scope of the problem of Perceptual Blindness, and how it affects their performance and safety.

· Teach officers the mechanics of vision.

· Introduce officers to the various components of Perceptual Blindness.

· Teach officers how to recognize the limitations of their vision, and give them the training tools to overcome the problem.

· Teach officers how to integrate their new visual skills into daily activities like investigations, handling service calls and driving, both routine and pursuit.

Tactical Vision is an 8-hour class that will actually show police officers how to become “trained observers.”  To supplement the classroom instruction, officers will receive a proprietary CD, containing over 50 training exercises, which they can do at their leisure, to develop and maintain their observation skills.

The Tactical Vision program was originally designed for special operations personnel, but is highly recommended for all police officers.

Class sizes and schedules can be customized to fit your department’s training needs.  Contact Snipercraft, (863) 385-7835, to discuss details and pricing.

